Protecting Your
Public Lands:

the Truth about
Salvage Logging and
“Forest Health”

May 1996: 319 “Salvage” sales in the Northern Rockies, and still counting...




THE ECONOMIC REALITY OF SALVAGE LOGGING

They Predicted Job Creation... ...But What REALLY Happened?

When he was promoting the passage of the salvage An analysis of total timber industry jobsin the major
logging rider last summer, Congressman Taylor (R- salvage logging states (OR, WA, ID, MT, and CA,

NC) claimed that the rider would “create approxi- which provided 87% of the salvage receipts for 1992 -
mately 22,900 direct and indirect forest product 1994) showed no increase in jobs since the 1995
industry jobs.” passage of the salvagerider. By Congressman Taylor’'s

account, these states should have had an extra 20,000
jobs. But they show little net change.

They Predicted I ncreased Revenue... ... But What REALLY Happened?

Taylor expected the new jobs would generate an extra With no change in the total number of workers, an
$150,000,000 to the Treasury in the form of federal increased tax revenue to the Federal Treasury will not
taxes paid by new workers. occur.

You Pay Not Once but THREE TIMES, as a Result of Salvage L ogging
1) You pay for the trees to be cut

2) You pay for the trees to be replanted

3) You and future generations pay for ecological damage and the other hidden costs

@ You Pay for the Cutting

Salvage SalesAdd to the National Debt

* The General Accounting Office report on the Forest Service timber program for 1992-1994, which groups
together green and salvage sales, states that 18 hillion board feet (BBF)* were cut from 2.2 million National
Forest acres and actually increased the national debt by $1 billion!

*see last page of thisfact sheet:” How to visualize board feet”

» 103 out of the 118 sales that were classified as salvage/green lost money, including all of the sales that occurred
in Idaho and Montana. It cost you, the taxpayer, an average of $450/acre to log the public lands.

Revenue from Salvage L ogging Will NOT GototheU.S. Treasury

* Asreported by the Congressional Research Service (CRS), “the Forest Service has never transferred any excess
salvage salerevenuesto the U.S. Treasury.” Rather, any profits are added to the Timber Salvage Sale Fund. This
Fund’s money is used to perpetuate and/or expand salvage logging efforts. But total costs of salvage logging are
not covered by the Fund, and require further appropriations.

*The net effect of extralogging under the Emergency Salvage Logging Program is a cost to the Federal Treasury
of over $50 million.

Hidden Costs of Roadbuilding and “ Research”

* The Forest Service's distorted bookkeeping calls road construction income. A road is considered an asset,
although roads require maintenance, which is an expense, and roads cause damage to fisheries and other resources
during their construction that often contribute to erosion and flooding. When road construction is viewed this
way, the salvage timber sales ook more profitable, when, in fact, federal taxpayers pay the price for new road
construction.

* The Forest Service appropriated $178 million in 1996 and almost $200 million in 1995 for research primarily for
commercial applications. An example isthetotal national inventory that occurs every ten years classifying all
sellable timber by ownership, class and size. Thisinformation is freeto the timber companies. Commercial
research should be terminated or only conducted if the full costs of the research are paid by its commercial
benefactors.



@You Pay for Replanting

Regeneration Costs
* Forest Service costs for planting and seeding on cut acres as a part of tree regeneration for the years 1977-1994
totaled $2,449,900,000.

» This figure does not show that only 49% of the planted acres received satisfactory regeneration certification.
When a plantation fails, it is re-entered as a new planting. The cost works out to $314 per acre planted. Consider-
ing that 51% fail, thisis awaste of about one and a quarter billion taxpayer dollars.

@You Pay for Ecological Damage and Other Hidden Costs

Why arethe Public Land Timber Sales so Frequently “ Below Cost?”

Most taxpayers are unaware that salvage logging, in addition to degrading our public lands under the banner of
“health crisis,” isalso adrain on everyone'swallet. Taxpayers are subsidizing logging on federal land because
timber companies are not responsible for any indirect (hidden) costs associated with their cutting, so the onus rests
on the national and local public to pay. Some of the reasons costs are overlooked include:

» The amount that timber companies pay for the logs they remove from federal lands is often less than the costs
federal agencies incur to sell the timber (preparing and administering the sale).

* Logging will cause anincreasein the level of sediment in streams and rivers. Taxpayerswill pay the costs of
dredging waterways, repairing roads and removing sediment from water supplies. For example, it cost about $1
million to clean up more than 500,000 tons of debris and repair the road associated with the slide of Quartz Creek
on the Clearwater National Forest, where heavy logging took place. Thisisjust one stormin one area; it will cost
taxpayers more than $8 million to repair damaged forest logging roads in Northern Idaho and Western Montana.

» Taxpayers will pay to cope with damage to ecosystems caused by destructive logging and roadbuilding practices.
Some effects frequently associated with logging and roadbuilding include fragmentation of the habitat of wide-
ranging species such as the grizzly bear, degradation of critical habitat for rare and sensitive species, alowering of
water and soil quality, and ageneral decrease in biodiversity.

* Property ownerswill have to pay whenever logging on federal lands causes them to incur extrarisk of flood
damage on private property adjacent to logging areas. Flood damage is often greater during storms and snow
meltsin logged areas.

* Based on a Department of Agriculture study of the costs of off-site damage of sediment, the value of the dam-
ages associated with cutting 4.5 BBF will total about $58.5 million.

» The commercial and recreational fishing industry will suffer reduced income as logging degrades essential
salmon habitat and lowers viable salmon populations.

* Businesses downstream of timber extraction will incur extra costs due to the sedimentation of water they usein
various processes.

* Business owners and workers will suffer. They will have to pay extra unemployment insurance costs because the
timber industry does not cover al of its costs. Based on Idaho timber company data, a 4.5 BBF harvest (the total
anticipated harvest under the Emergency Salvage Logging Program) would impose an estimated $13.5 million on
other industries.

» Non-commercial values, such as recreation, aesthetic, ecological functions and spiritua values, will be compro-
mised by the destruction linked to logging practices. These values cannot be converted to dollar figures, and so
areignored in the Forest Service's cost/benefit analyses.
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FORYOUR INFORMATION:
HOW TO VISUALIZE BOARD FEET

MBF = thousand board feet MMBF = million board feet BBF = billion board feet
For example, 5 MBF would read as “five thousand board feet”

o |t takes about 11 MBF to build an average two bedroom house. One logging truck carries 4- 5 MBF
per load.

» The total salvage harvested in the Northern Rockies region, for the first half of the fiscal year 1995,
was 230.5 MMBF. Thisisequivalent to about 46,000 logging trucks.

» The total salvage available for future harvest in the Northern Rockies equals 1184.3 MMBF. Thisis
equivalent to about 237,000 logging trucks.

» The total anticipated national salvage under the Emergency Salvage Logging Program is4.5 BBF. This
sequivaent to 900,000 logging trucks.




Protecting Your Public L ands:
the Truth about Salvage L ogging

and “ Forest Health”

The intent of this packet isto provide information to concerned citizens, the media, and
decision-makers regarding threats to the public lands of the Northern Rockies.

Threats include land management activities that

Undermine the public participation process

Degrade water quality

Push threatened, endangered, or sensitive wildlife and fish populations closer
to extinction

Subsidize corporate timber industries at the expense of the taxpayer
Sacrifice our national heritage

Further reduce the number of roadless areas in the Northern Rockies

This information packet provides evidence that in the name of “Forest Health” and Sal-

vage L ogging the ecologic and economic integrity of your public lands are being sacrificed
and your right to do anything has been revoked.

This packet include specific information regarding the ecological, economic, and socia
implications of the “forest health” myth and the salvage logging rider signed into law last
July by President Clinton.

Background

Ti mber corporations and the Forest Service often say that the massive clearcuts, degradation of

water quality, and destruction of critical wildlife habitat are mistakes of the past. That ecosystem man-
agement and ecological forestry are here to stay and that you the public should leave the management of
the public lands to them.



The reality isthat time and again the Forest Service has failed to protect the public lands and as a direct

response to these failures Congress, at the request of the American people enacted environmental laws
to curb the industries’ unmitigated greed and the destruction of our public lands.

Envi ronmental laws were enacted as aresult of hard fought battles involving concerned citizens, grass

roots activists, and the so-called special interest groups who weretired of the environmental destruction
wrought by the timber industry. It took over 20 years to implement environmental safeguards such as
the Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, the National Environmental Policy Act, and the Endangered Species
Act.

Envi ronmental laws were never intended to halt al logging on the public lands, they never have and

they never will. Their intent wasto ensure that other values such as clean air, water, soil productivity
and wildlife populations were adequately protected. The administrative appeals process, too, was an
important way for the public to influence land management decisions, to watchdog the Forest Service
and ensure that public lands were not abused.

20 yearSof environmental laws and a meaningful public participation process were destroyed

last July in asingle pen stroke when President Clinton signed the recissions bill and approved the sal-
vagerider.

The salvage rider allows the US Forest Service and the BLM to proceed with sales without adherence
to environmental laws and without a requirement that the sales make money. Bob Wolf, former Senior

budget analyst for the Congressional Research Service, estimates it will cost taxpayers somewhere
between 430 million and 1.6 billion dollars.

The salvage rider is neither ecologically defensible nor fiscally responsible.

The results of therider are already becoming clear.....



LAWLESSLOGGING IN THE NORTHERN ROCKIES

The following fact sheet covers the Beaverhead-Deerlodge, Bitterroot, Boise, Bridger-Teton, Caribou, Clearwater,
Flathead, Gallatin, Helena, daho Panhandle, Kootenai, Lewis and Clark, Lolo, Nez Perce, Payette, Salmon and
Challis, Shoshone, and Targhee National Forests, aswell as lands administered by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment in the Northern Rockies Ecosystem. Last updated on 5/6/96. This sheet appliesto all salvage sales cur-
rently being prepared and/or sold.

TOtal NUMDEN OF SAIES......cueiiiiiitiee ettt bbbttt ettt b e ens 318

Total VOIUME (MIMBEI)... .ottt sttt st e e st e st e e aeentesbesneeneenenteaneens 538.673

# of Times aWooden Band, 1ft. Wide, Would Circle the Earth at the EQUatOr...........cccccvvvveeveeveiieeenen, 41
# of Logging Trucks (Ave. Carrying Capacity iS400 MBF)*.......ccccoiviiiieeveieseee e 26,933,675

Total miles of ROAD CONSITUCLION. ..ottt 476.006

NEW ROGOS.......ceeiiiiieierieie ettt sttt b bt et be st e 100.69

RECONSITUCIE ROBAS........ccveieitirieieeeeese et 352.372

TEMPOIArY ROAOS......ccuiiieieiiciecesie sttt s te st e e besbe e s e stesreereensennens 22.944

# of Roadless and Special Designation Areasto be LOgQed.........ccoveviviiieiieie i i 34

Sales Containing a Substantial Green COMPONENL...........ccveiiiiii e ae e sreene s 20

Sales ContaiNiNG Old GIOWLN.........ccuiieee e et te b sae e e e sresbesneenesrenrs 25

# of Sales Containing Threatened, Endangered, or Sensitive Species Habitat............ccocveeeeveieiecce e 47

Number of Salesin Grizzly Bear Habital............cccooveeeiieiiiiceeiese et 23

iN Gray WOIf Habital............ccoeiiieeece e 19

in Bald Eagle Habitat.............cccoviiieiiee et 14

Other Threatened, Endangered and Sensitive Species. Black-backed Woodpecker, Pileated Woodpecker, Boreal
Owl, Goshawk, Wolverine, Fisher, Lynx, Northern Bog Lemming, Townsend' s Big-Eared Bat, Western Big-
Eared Bat, Coeur d' Alene Salamander, Harlequin Duck, Bull Trout, West Slope Cutthroat, White Sturgeon,
Sockeye Salmon, Chinook Salmon.

o (= SO 40
RTA AT 11 010 54
DR =7= S S 58
INSECE INFESLAEION. ... .cevieieeie ittt ettt et e e be e e st e s st e s sabeesabeesbesesbeeesaeessnneens 67
For the Prevention of Any of the ABOVE..........ccov e 68
NSRSz < o N CTAY L= o 31

*Estimate provided by the U.S.D.A. Forest Service, Region One Office, Missoula, MT



FOR YOUR INFORMATION
HOW TO VISUALIZE BOARD FEET

MBF = thousand board feet MMBF = million board feet BBF = billion board feet
For example, 5 MBF would read as, “ five thousand board feet”

* |t takes about 11 MBF to build an average two bedroom house. One logging truck carries 4- 5 MBF per
load.

* Thetotal salvage harvested in the Northern Rockies region, for the first half of the fiscal year 1995, was
230.5 MMBF. Thisisequivalent to about 46,000 logging trucks.

*» The total salvage available for future harvest in the Northern Rockies equals 1184.3 MMBF. Thisis
equivalent to about 237,000 logging trucks.

* The total anticipated national salvage under the Emergency Salvage Logging Programis 4.5 BBF. This
isequivalent to 900,000 logging trucks.

THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION’'S AND FOREST SERVICE'’'S
TOP TEN REASONS
FOR SALVAGE LOGGING*

10. “Fire Proof Stands of Old Growth”
9. “Winter Injury”
8. “Defective Timber”
7. “Poor Vigor”
6. “Old Age”
5. “To Salvage Timber Burned By The Forest Service”
4. *Overstocked and Dense Timber Stands’
3. None Given
2. “Realize Forest Productivity”
1. Two Words -- “Corporate Welfare’

*With the exception of the number one reason, al of these reasons appeared in the “ Purpose and Need”
section of Salvage Sale Scoping Notices and Environmental Assessments prepared by the Forest Service.




CODE OF FOREST ETHICS

Ever-increasing numbers of groups, businesses and individuals are subscribing to a new
“Code of Forest Ethics’ which makes the restoration of damaged watersheds and forest
ecosystems viaroad obliteration atop priority. The Code flatly rejects the “forest health”
sham being perpetuated by the Forest Service and timber industry, and rgjects their “log-
ging isthe best medicine’ cure.

“Athingisright when it tendsto preserve theintegrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic
community. Itiswrongwhen it tendsotherwise.”
- Aldo Leopold
We find that:

The greatest threats to forest ecosystems are too many roads, clearcuts and damaged watersheds, not too
many trees. These problems are aresult of logging and road building, not the suppression of wildfire.

We subscribe to these principles:

All remaining roadless and unlogged areas must be preserved. The continued march into increasingly
scarce native forest does not promote sustainability.

Watersheds which are below standards for water quality, fisheries, wildlife habitat and wildlife security
must be brought up to all standards before further timber sales are contempl ated.

Road obliteration and reclamation are the primary and most cost-effective ways to accomplish watershed
recovery, protect fish and wildlife habitat and reestablish wildlife security.

Ecosystem restoration isagoa and process worthy of public investment. It also provides meaningful,
well-paying jobs.

Timber sales neither provide reliable funds for restoration work, nor duplicate the natural role of wild-
fire. They shall not be promoted for such purposes.

Forest stewardship must be viewed and practiced as more than a kinder and gentler form of tree farming.
In already damaged areas, it must begin with ecosystem restoration. It must also recognize the essential
role that dead trees play in the forest ecosystem.

Written By Keith Hammer redraven@netrix.net For more info call: 406-755-1369. You areinvited to subscribe to the new
Code of Forest Ethics. Useit and the league of other subscribersto bolster your position. Anyone willing to honor the Code
in their actions is encouraged to subscribe at no cost by contacting Montana Ecosystems Defense Council (MEDC) at Box
1901 Kalispell, MT 59901, 406-755-1379, or redraven at redraven@netrix.net.



List of Subscriberstothe Code of Forest Ethics

Alliance for the Wild Rockies

Big Wild Advocates

Cascadia Forest Defenders

Citizen Action Center
CitizensAgainst Lawless Logging
Inland Empire Public Lands Council
Montana Ecosystems Defense Council
Montana Waterwatch

Native Ecosystems Council

Native Forest Network

ROAD-RIP

Sandpoint Forest Watch
Selkirk-Priest Basin Association
Swan View Coalition

The Ecology Center, Inc.

The Ruckus Society

Wild Rockies Info Net

Aurora, Willow. Arbor Vitae

Beaver, Greg. student at Rice University

Bert, Kraft.

Borella, Silvio. Klima-und Umweltphysik, U. of Bern

Brandborg, Stewart.
Campbell, Larry.

Chipping, David. California Polytechnic State University

Coampton, Susan.

Coefield, Jim. Wild Rockies Slate
Coleman, Tim.

Coop, Jonathan.

Craighead, John W.

Eatherington, Francis.

Ferenstein, Jennifer.

Friedman, Mitch. NW Ecosystem Alliance
Funsch, Dan.

Garrity, Michael. Economist

Geigt, Darrell. Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers
Gregerson, Susan. Arbor Vitae Organics
Gregory, Alan. The Friends of the Nescopeck
Guild, Tatsy.

Hammer, Keith . Swan View Coalition and MEDC
Hoehn, Laura.

Hogg, Jeff. University of Oregon Survival Center
Horejsi, Brian.

Hourdequin, Marion.

Jensen, Derrick. Author

Johnson, Pierre.

Johnson, Myia. San Leandro High School
Johnston, Jim . Payette Forest Watch, Inc.

Juel, Jeff.

Kelly, Steve.

Lacey, Phillamaum. UO Survival Center
Laughlin, Donnie.

Montgomery, Arlene. Friends of the Wild Swan
Olsen, Marilyn.

Olsen, James.

Olsen, Lance. Olsen’s Publishing Company
Sedler, Liz .

Snider, Will. University of Health Sciences
Tiefenbacher, John. Dept. of Geography, SW Texas State U.
Togni, Kathy.

Vaentino, Adele.

Wilson, Peter. Global Ocean Consultants, Inc.
Wolke, Howie.



ECOLOGE CAL FACTSHEET

Mo direct, scientific evidence or clear /oss figures have been presented by the
managi ng agencres to convincingly indicate a health emergency [n our northwestern

forests—£x. Arthur Partridge, Professor, Forest [ sease and /nsect Problens

l.ost in the “forest health” debate is the sinple fact that for-
est ecosystens are dependent on dead and dying trees to sustain wld-
life, fish, productive soils, and clean water. Renenber, tinber har-
vesting, roadbuilding, and fire suppression have degraded and frag-
mented forest ecosystens. Here is sonme information on the ecol ogi cal
significance of dead and dying trees and the scientific m sinfornma-
tion perpetuated by the Forest Service and the tinber industry.

How t he bureaucrats and scientists differ...

When Measuring Vol unes of Sedi nent

Scientific Method Forest Service Method
Measures the actual vol une of Use aerial photographs to nake
sedi ment at specific sites (2). vague estinates about the vol une

of sedi nent generated (2).

VWhen Cont enpl ati ng Di sease

Scientific Method Forest Service Method

Recogni zes the cyclic nature of Recogni zes each outbreak of a dis-
di seases (2). ease as a doonsday event (2).

| ncor por at es proper di agnoses of Lunps al | di seases together for

di sease out breaks (2). adm ni strative purposes (2).
Notices that the | oss of indi- Focuses on the potential economc
vidual trees is offset by the eco- |oss of decaying trees (8).

| ogi cal benefits that the trees
provi de as they decay (2).

oserves that not all “at risk” Puts trees that are "immnently
trees die of disease—nmny reach susceptible” to insects and dis-
old age (2). ease up for sale (4).



Scientific Method

Cautiously recogni zes that “fur-
ther disturbance in the form of
“sal vage” or other heavy activity
is going to stress the renaining
trees, further nodify soil struc-
ture, renove wldlife habitats,
add to water-quality problens and
reverse recovery trends” (2).

Draws concl usi ons about di sease
frominventories of diseases (2).

Uses entonol ogi sts and pat hol o-
gi sts to di agnose di sease and
identify insects.

Forest Service Method

Proceeds in hasty ignorance and
cause soils to deteriorate, water
quality to worsen, fisheries to
vani sh, reduction of wildlife
popul ati ons, reduce recreationa
opportunities, and opportunities
for sustainable |ogging to evapo-
rate (2).

Draws concl usi ons about di sease
fromavail abl e ti nber inventories
and estimates di sease activity
fromaerial photos (2).

Uses seasonal enployees with a few
day’s training to diagnose di sease
and identify insects (2).

Result of the Forest Service Method

% of m sdi agnoses on sales in the Northwest between 1990-95:

Scientific Attitude

Be prepared to accept data which
m ght indicate that previous con-
clusions need to be updat ed.

>80% ( 2) .

Forest Service Attitude

Revert continually to policy manu-
als that rely upon old concl u-

si ons.

VWhen Contenplating Wldfire

Scientific Method

Recogni zes that the variation in
weat her fromyear to year deter-
m nes fire behavior
variation in fuel density (9).

nore than the

Forest Service Method
Insists that fuel variation prim-
rily determnes fire behavior.



“Forest Health” and Sal vage | ndex

Mudsl i des

Percent of mmjor slides in |ogged/roaded watersheds: 77.3 (1)
Percent of mmjor slides in undevel oped wat er sheds: 22.7 (1)
Percent of failures associated with |oggi ng roads: 66.3 (1)

I nsects and Di seases

Percent (of 130,000 trees sanpled across | D, M,

OR, W, and WA) of standing trees that are

“di seased” or “insect-infested”: |l ess than 1 (2)

Last tine that |evels of root disease were at
today’'s |evel: 1972-1974 (2)

Nunber of “energenci es” the Forest Service
decl ared t hen: 0 (2

Forest Health
Assessnment of general forest
health in 1994: “significant inprovenment over the last 70 years” (7)

Assertion of general forest health
in “Salvage Rider” 1995: Not menti oned

Dead Trees

# of species of birds, mammual s, anphi bi ans and

reptiles, nation-wi de who use dead trees

for food, nesting, or shelter: 149, 73, 93 (and nearly all fish) (10)

Jobs

Nunber of jobs that Congressnan Tayl or clai nmed

the salvage rider would directly and indirectly

create in the forest products industry: approxi nately 22,900 (3)

Change in enploynent in the forest products
i ndustry as of 2nd quarter of 1995 in Oregon
Washi ngton, |daho, Montana, and California: No change (3)

The Federal Debt
Dol | ars of federal taxes Congressman Tayl or

said his 22,900 added jobs woul d produce: $150, 000, 000 (3)
Dol | ars added to the national debt between 1992-1994

to harvest 18 billion board feet of tinber from

2.2 million acres of National Forest: $1 billion (3)
Nunber of forests out of 118 that | ost noney: 103 (3)
Nat i on-wi de average | oss per harvested acre: $450 (3)

Nurmber of National Forests in Montana and | daho
that | ost noney | ost noney between 1992 and 1994: Al (3



Tree Regeneration
% of regeneration efforts that have been certified
as being “satisfactory” between 1977 and 1994: | ess than 50 (3)

Cost per acre for regeneration
efforts between 1977 and 1994: $314 (planted), $663 (certified) (3)

Sone Positive Effects of Root Disease

It creates microclimtes, provides habitat, builds soil, provides a protective
“mat” for watersheds, provides thermal protection for wildlife, renpbves unsuitable
trees fromstands, and returns biomass to the system (2)

Thi ngs the Forest Service Overl ooked when it Decl ared an Energency
* Root disease has declined in intensity in the last ten years (2)

* Root disease was rarely diagnosed in inventories prior to the 1980s (2)

* Root di sease peaks periodically (2)

* Root disease has been far nore destructive in the past then it is now (2)

Fai l ures of the Past: Former Forest Service Strategies for Dealing

with Insects and D sease

Ri bes Eradication Programfor Blister Rust Control (1950s-1960s) —Enpl oyed thou-
sands of workers (2)

—Merited its own research station (2)

—Resulted in no effect to the disease (2)

Forest Service painted Wite Pine trees with antibiotics (1950s-1960s)
—Resulted in | ater outbreaks (2)
—Made many workers ill (2)

Forest Service cut buffers around outbreaks of oak wilt (1950s)
—bBid nothing to stop the spread of disease (2)
—More trees were lost to the treatnent than were to the di sease (2)

Forest Service sprayed |indane on trees to control mountain pine beetles (1970s)
—The oil-based spray did nore danmage to the trees than the beetles (2)

Sour ces
1. Espinosa, Al. “Progress Report: Upper Lochsa Watershed and Fl ood Study.” Mscow. Unpub-
i shed. 1995.
2. “Testinony of Dr. Arthur D. Partridge on Forest Health an the Sal vage Sal e Situation
Nati onal Forests and Bureau of Land Managenent Lands before a Joint Oversight Hearing of the
Subcommi ttees on National Parks, Forests and Lands and Resource Conservation, Research and
Forestry of the Conmittees on Resources and Agriculture on behal f of Western Forest Canpaign,
Nat i onal Audubon Society, and Inland Enpire Public Lands Council.” Washington: US Congress.
3. Forest Service. “Production, Prices, and Enpl oynent and Trade, 2d Quarter 1995.~"
4. Public Law 104-19. Section 2001(a)(3).
5. Public Law 104-19. Section 2001(b)(1).
6. Sanpson, R N., and D. L. Adans, Eds. Assessing Forest Ecosystem Health in the /nland
West. |thaca: Haworth.
7. USDA Forest Service. “America's Forests: 1994 Health Update.” Washington DC. Agriculture
Information Bulletin 696. 1993
8. Sanpson, R N., and D. L. Adans, Eds. Assessing Forest Ecosystem Health in the /nland
Wést. Washington D.C.: The Forest Policy Center. 1991
9. Johnson, E. A, and C P. S. Larsen. “Climatically Induced Change in fire frequency in
t he Sout hern Canadi an Rockies.” FEco/ogy 72(1):194-201. 1990
10. Forest Service. U S. GPO 1990-0-792-461. 1988
11. Christensen et al. “Interpreting the Yellowstone Fires of 1988." B oscience 39: 678- 685



THREATS TO THE NORTHERN ROCKI ES
SOME EXAMPLES OF LAW.ESS LOGG NG

map key
L Koot enai Nati onal Forest: Approxi mately 60% of all trees
slated to be cut under the salvage rider in Mntana will cone fromthe Kootena
Nati onal Forest. In fact, the Kootenai is scheduled to cut nore trees than all the

nati onal forests in the Rocky Muntain, Southwestern, and Al aska regi ons conbi ned.
The Koot enai has consistently broken the menorandum of agreement signed by Jack
Ward Thonmas; many of the sales enter critical habitat for threatened or endangered
species, inmpair water quality, log in roadl ess areas, and ignore specific Forest

Pl an standards and guidelines. Here are a few exanples of the tinber sal vage sal es
under way.

* NORTH FORK BI G CREEK and SOUTH FORK YAAK These two sales total 57 million board
feet and thousands of acres. The sales violate Forest Plan standards for road den-
sities, clear cut size, and jeopardize critical wildlife habitat. The Koot ena

Nati onal Forest fabricated grizzly bear habitat security nodels to justify these
sal vage sales and is blatantly disregarding its own managenent standards and gui de-
li nes.

TREGO TI MBER SALE In this proposal, the Fortine District identified 612 thousand
board feet (nmbf) as “salvage.” An additional 4.906 nillion board feet (mbf) would
al so be logged to “inprove stand health.”

Kootenai N.F. salvage tinber sale decisions which violate Forest Plan Standards
Canyon Area Sal vage Forest Plan Standards |initing opening size and open road
densities exceeded.

Cripple Horse Fire Recovery Project Forest Plan Standards |inmting opening size and
open road densities were exceeded.

Brush Creek Area Sal vage Forest Plan Standards |imting opening size and open road
densities were exceeded.

Twi n Meadows Sal vage Forest Plan Standard liniting opening size was exceeded.

Webb Fire Sal vage and Resource Rehabilitation Project Forest Plan Standards limt-
i ng opening size and open road densities were exceeded.

Barron Sal vage Ti nmber Sale Forest Plan Standards liniting opening size and open
road densities were exceeded. Also, in violation of the National Environnental
Policy Act, no public review and comment period was all owed.

Peace Al exander Sal vage Project Forest Plan Standards liniting opening size and
open road densities exceeded.

Little Wl f Fire Salvage Tinber Sale Includes Project Specific Anmendnent to all ow
exceptions of 1.5 m./sq. m. and 2.3 m./sq. m. in MA 12, where existing ORD
standard is 0.75 m./sq. mi. Project also violates Forest Plan Standards limting
openi ng size, including one clearcut of 177 acres (no anmendnent deened necessary).
Whirling Goats Sal vage Tinber Sale Allows ORD in BAA 4-9-2 (which includes checker-
board Plum Creek land) to remain at 1.73 m./sq.m. in violation of 0.75 m./sq.m.
standard; logs in a burned area that already provides insufficient cover to neet
the Forest Plan requirement of 600 ft. |eave corridor adjacent to a previous

cl earcut not yet providing hiding cover; reduces core area in violation of July
27, 1995 USFWS incidental take statenent.

Chi na Basin Sal vage Tinber Sales The Decision waives the 0.75 ni./sqg.nm. standard
to allow roads to remain open in BAA 4-10-1 until | GBC adapts new standards “which
shoul d occur within the next year.” Al so, “Salvage activities will deviate from
prescribed Visual Quality Objectives assigned to | ands designated as MA 12 (no
anmendnment deemed necessary). And, “Salvage activities will result in openings over
40 acres in size” (no amendnent deened necessary even though the EA states on page
94 that the chosen alternative “would require an exception to Forest Plan standards
to exceed opening size”). They claimForest Plan is not violated due to Regi ona




gui dance allow ng such cutting unit sizes in response to such “catastrophic”
events. Finally, “The Forest Plan standard of 600 feet between 40 acre openings
is also exceeded in many areas” (EA at 94).

2| Mddle Fork Ecosystem Managenent Project - Flat-

head Nati onal Forest Located just outside of dacier National Park

this project is touted as a prototype for “ecosystem nanagenent”, this project, was
never identified as a salvage sale. This sale will inpact roadl ess areas, old
growm h, key grizzly bear and bull trout habitat. The Mddle Fork Record of Deci-
sion was w t hdrawn pendi ng appeal prior to passage of the salvage rider 104-19. On
Cct ober 26, 1995, under direct orders from Hal Sal wasser, Regional Forester, the
District Ranger re-evaluated the sale and deternmined that it met the requirenents
of 104-19. Forest Service silvicultural records for the area indicate there is NO
enmergency situation. This is not a dead, dying or burned forest this is a green
heal thy forest.

3| Atl anta- Wagner Tinber Sale - Helena National Forest

Enters three roadl ess areas and was not a sal vage sale until after the sal vage
rider legislation was signed into law. This sale includes |arge clearcuts that
violate the forest plan standards for wildlife habitat.

4] Fish Bate Tinber Sale - C earwater National Forest

This sal e has been offered before but never as a sal vage sale until passage of the
sal vage logging rider. The tinber sale cuts old growh cedar and is |l ocated in an
area that experienced nudslides and road failures due to past Forest Service m s-
management. Now the Forest Service wants to cut nore trees and cause additiona
damage to soil, water, and wildlife habitat. The sale violates the 40 acres open-
ing limtation on clear cut size. The sale will also wi pe out entire popul ati ons of
rare plant species.

5 | Thunderbolt Tinber Sale - Boise and Payette Na-

tional FoOorests The Thunderbolt tinber sale lies within two desi gnat ed

roadl ess areas and the South Fork of the Sal nbn River, the nost productive chi nook
spawni ng watershed in all of Idaho. The Forest Service initially predicted its

sel ected alternative which ogged 32 million board feet would sell for 2.8 mllion
dollars. No bids were received, consequently, the volunme was reduced to 13 million
board feet and sold for 1 nmillion dollars to the Boi se Cascade Corporation. The

ti mber contract requires Boise Cascade to log the 13 mllion board feet and it

permts the Corporation to log the remainder of the original sale for a fixed rate
of just twenty dollars per thousand board feet. Since 25 percent of tinber re-
ceipts go to the counties, this schene | eaves the Forest Service with only about
$750, 000 to spend on its fish habitat projects. The immense costs associated with
this project will becone the burden of the taxpayers who will pay tw ce; once for
the costs of preparation and execution of the sale and again when sone of the best
remai ni ng spawni ng habitat for chinook sal mon is destroyed.

6 | Main Sal non Post Fire Project - Payette Nt|I Forest

This | ogging operation will destroy the integrity of the French Creek, Patrick
Butte and Carey Creek roadl ess areas, degrade water quality and spawni ng habit at
for chinook sal non.



SUBVERSI ON OF THE PUBLI C PROCESS

The Forest Service's Interpretation of the Sal vage R der:

Two_ recent letters fromthe | daho National Panhandl e
i ndi cate the |lack of respect for public input and the
servi ce being payed to the denocratic process:

In violation of the National Environnental Policy Act, the District Ranger
Susan Jeheber-Matthews states that the Forest Service is not required to

i nclude environnmental analysis of activities on private lands in their cunu-
| ative effects anal ysis:

“we have no jurisdiction or right to access those properties for the
pur pose of environnmental analysis. The analysis of direct, indirect
or cunul ative effects includes effect of activities on National Forest
System | ands only.”

She further states that, “Although response to public comment is not re-
gui red under PL 104-19, | would like to address several of your statenents.”
(enphasi s added)

Forest Service Hides Behind Sal vage Rider to Push Through Tinber Sale The
foll owi ng excerpt is from Beaverhead National Forest ldentification Team
notes. The notes docunent an internal nmeeting in which the teamis discuss-
ing how to ensure that the Tobacco Roots Vegetation Treatnent project can
gqualify as a salvage sale so that admnistrative reviewis avoided: “This
ties into the salvaging of the tinber in the Tobacco Roots. And are we
really trying to do sonething that ;s appeal able?? ... The timng of this
decision /s fnportant as to whether or not it w//l be appeal abl e
also.. . Wldlife Standards - current standards would allow burning of every-
thing without a problem yet harvesting could be a problem Is it possible
to do this project and wai ve anendi ng the Forest Plan??” (enphasis added).

Payette National Forest to Convert Green Sales to Sal vage Sal es Ron
Ham | ton, Branch Chief of WIldlife, Soils, and Water for the Payette Na-
tional Forest in Central ldaho told the McCall Star News that the Payette
intends to convert green sales to salvage sales in order to avoid the ap-
peals and litigation that have plagued the Payette NF in the past. “The
fact they are not appeal able doesn’t hurt us,” he told the Star News(2/22/96).




RESOURCES

Citizens fromall over the country are concerned about the
threats to their public lands. If you would |ike nore in-
formati on or have any questions check the following Iist of
resour ces

Vi deo

Green Fire productions, a non-profit organization recently produced Logs, L/ies, and
Videotape. Filmed in |daho, Mntana, O egon, and Washi ngton, this award wi nning

vi deo highlights exanpl es of salvage sal es and the ecol ogi cal, econonic, and social
i ssues surrounding the sal vage |l egislation. Contact Green Fire Productions at

(503) 274-6234 phone/fax; grnfire@eak.org. $6 for the first copy, $3 for addi-
tional copies or $2/copy for 10 or nore.

Wb Site of Environnental G oups of the

Nort hern Rocki es
on the world wide web at http://ww. w | drocki es. org

Organi zati ons*

Al'ltance for the WId Rockies Friends of the WIld Swan

(406) 721-5420 (406) 886-2011

Aneri can W dl ands | daho Sporting Congress

(406) 586-8175 (208) 336-7222

Big WId Advocat es Inland Enpire Public Lands Counci
(406) 821-3747 (509) 838-4912

Citizens Against Law ess Loggi ng Native Forest Network

(406) 542-0050 (406) 542-7343

Cove Mallard Coalition Nort hern Rockies Preservation Project
(208) 882-9755 (208) 345-8077

Friends of the Bitterroot Road Ri p

(406) 363-0020 (406) 543- 9551

Swan Vi ew Coalition
(406) 755- 1379

The Ecol ogy Center
(406) 728-5733

* This list is not conplete -- there are many ot her groups and individual s worKking
to protect the wldlands of the Northern Rockies



Political Decision-nakers
e President Cinton: (202)456-1414/Fax (202)456-2883/public conmment |ine (202) 456-
1111; E-mail: president @hitehouse. gov

 Wite to Senators and Representatives at:

Repr esent ati ves Senat or _
U S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate
Washi ngt on, DC 20515 Washi ngt on, DC 20510

Agency Representatives

Bruce Babbit, Secretary of Interior

1849 C Street, NW
Jack Ward Thomas, Chief of Forest Service \wshington, DC 20240

USDA For est Service 202-208- 7351
Box 96090
Washi ngt on, DC 20090 Kat hl een MG nty

Council of Environmental Quality
Dan dickman, Secretary of Agriculture 202- 456- 2174

14t h and | ndependent Streets, SW
Washi ngt on, DC 20250

202- 720- 3631 Dal e Bosworth
Regi onal Forester - S. ID and Wstern W
Hal Sal wasser I nternobuntai n Regi on
Regi onal Forester - MI and Northern ID 324 25th Street
Nort hern Regi on Qgden UT 84401
200 East Broadway (801) 625-5306

M ssoul a, MI 59807

CURRENT LEGQ SLATI ON

THE GOOD. . .

In response to |l ogging without |aws repeal |egislation (HR 2745) has been intro-
duced by Representative Furse (D OR).

Wite and call your Representative(s) and Senators and urge themto support HR
2745.

Wite and call President Cinton tell himto repeal the salvage rider

...AND THE BAD

Senate Bill 391 (SB 391) sponsored by Idaho Senator Larry Craig is the newest
threat to forest ecosystens. It is based on the “forest health” nyth and advocates
i ncreased | ogging and road building as a way to inprove the “health” of forests.
The bill woul d:

*Allow the Forest Service to funnel noney from other prograns such as wld-
life and fisheries to subsidize the | oggi ng program

*(pen Al aska’s Kenai National Refuge up to logging. Absolutely no justifica-
tion, need, or precedent exists for extending this authority to a National WIldlife
Ref uge.

«G ves the |l ogging conpany “forest health credits” of healthy trees to be
included in future sales.

*Under m nes t he Endangered Species Act by changing from nmandatory to vol un-
tary the requirenent that the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Managenent consult
wi t h ot her agenci es.

* Downgr ades the need for environmental nonitoring on certain sales.



IMAGES OF SALVAGE LOGGING AVAILABLE FOR MEDIA USE

Highlights include:

* ground and aerial footage of salvage logging sites across the Northwest

* fire-scarred forest areas four years after a fire, showing regeneration

* logging activity and machines at work, including helicopter logging

* standing ancient forests slated to be logged & healthy ancient trees falling

* logging-related erosion: silt-filled rivers, landslides, and road blowouts

Green Fire Productions (GFP) is a non-profit organization that produces educational
video materials for the non-profit community. Since September 1995, GFP has been helping
forest protection groups nationwide to raise public awareness of the abuses of our nation’s so-
called “salvage logging” program, which has come into the spotlight since the enactment last
summer of a highly controversial federal “emergency salvage timber program,” often referred
to as the “salvage rider.”

In addition to producing its own programs, GFP provides high-quality video footage

to the media for use in producing stories on salvage logging and related issues. GFP’s B-roll
tape includes both ground and aerial footage of public forests and salvage logging operations
in Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and Montana. This B-roll footage has been used by CNN's
“Earth Matters,” PBS’s “News Hour with Jim Lehrer,” and CBS’s “60 Minutes,” as well as
numerous local tv news stations. GFP also takes special requests for other footage from its
extensive archive on public lands.

GFP’s video programs on salvage logging: GFP is producing a series of short, educa-
tional video programs on salvage logging that are being utilized by nearly 100 environmental

groups and thousands of individuals in an effort to get the public involved in saving our
forests. The first of these, “Logs, Lies, & Videotape,” recently won three awards at the Interna-
tional Wildlife Film Festival. More than 4000 copies are now in circulation. GFP will be releas-
ing a second program along with accompanying b-roll, focusing on the economic aspects of
this issue, in June.



Footage included on B-Roll Tape
Tape is available in a variety of formats

Idaho

Boise National Forest: Boise River Fire Recovery Project
* erosion: silt-filled river, road blowouts, flooding
e helicopter salvage logging
* aerial overviews of salvage logging area

North Idaho: private land, Potlatch
* aerial views of landslides originating in clearcuts
and adjacent logging roads as a result of Feb. '96 storms

Montana

Kootenai National Forest: Fourth of July Salvage Timber Sale
 machine logging of salvage timber
* overviews of salvage logged basin

Oregon

Umpqua & Siuslaw National Forests:
* standing ancient forest, slated to be cut

Malheur National Forest
* before-and-after shots of salvage logging site

Washington

Colville NF: Copper Butte Salvage Timber Sale
* green trees marked to be cut
* overview of salvage sale area

General
efire-scarred forest: mosaic of burned and unburned areas
enatural regeneration of tree seedlings four years after a fire
e 300-year-old larch tree falling



GREEN FI RE PRODUCTI ONS
P. 0. BOX 11216 EUGENE, OREGON 97440 (541) 486-4070

Contact: Karen Meyer: 541-486-4070

SALVAGE LOGE NG B-ROLL: FOOTAGE LOG

Ti ne Code Descri ption

Exanpl es of National Forests C earcut under the " Sal vage Ri der”

12: 00 Umpgua MNational Forest, Q egon

12: 08 Umpgua MNational Forest, Q egon

12: 15 S us/ aw Nati/onal Forest, Qegon. “Tobe West” sal vage sal e

12: 30 S us/ aw Nati/onal Forest, Qegon. “Tobe West” sal vage sal e

12: 43 co/ville National Forest, Washi ngton. “Copper Butte” sal vage sal e
13: 10 Ckanogan National Forest, Washi ngton. “N chol son” sal vage sal e
13: 23 Nal heur National Forest, QO egon: “Jordan Springs” sal vage sal e
13: 38 Nal heur National Forest, QO egon: “Jordan Springs” sal vage sal e

Fi re- Dependent Forest Ecosystens
13:58 Nal heur National Forest, Qegon. “Jordan Springs” sal vage sal e
e Fire-scarred forest: nosaic of burned and unburned areas
remai ning after forest fire

14: 13 e Trees scarred by fire but likely to survive-nmarked for sal vage
| oggi ng
14: 27 Koot enal MNat/onal Forest, Mntana. Adjacent to “Fourth of July”

sal vage sal e
* Natural regeneration of forest after a fire

14: 49 * Natural regeneration of forest after a fire
Trees Marked for Cearcutting

15: 07 co/ville National Forest, Wishington. “Copper Butte” sal vage sal e

* Healthy ancient forest-blue marks denote cut
15: 20 * Cl ose-up of above
15: 32 * Healthy ancient forest—blue marks denote cut

Sal vage Loggi ng on National Forests

15: 48 Koot enai  Mational Forest, Mntana

» 300-year-old larch tree falling-"forest health | oggi ng”
16: 05 Nal heur National Forest, Qegon. “Jordan Springs” sal vage sal e

« Tractor skidding in salvage unit
16: 19 * Logged unit—conpare with un-logged units shots @TC 13:23 to

16: 34  Aerial, post-salvage |ogging
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Koot enal Mational Forest, Mntana: "Fourth of July” sal vage sale unit

» Post-sal vage | oggi ng-appears identical to a clearcut

* Post -sal vage | oggi ng

e Clearcut units and sal vage units are side-by-side and are in
di stingui shabl e from each ot her

» Sal vage | oggi ng

» Sal vage | oggi ng

Boi se MNational Forest, /daho: "Boise R ver” salvage sale

*Aerial of salvage | ogged area

Er osi on, Road Bl owouts, Fl oods & Landsli des

Nort hern [ daho, Potlatch /and

eLandslides originating in clearcuts & along | ogging roads (two

Boi se MNational Forest, /daho. "Boise River” salvage sale

* Road cl osure sign due to flooding

e Stream and | oggi ng road bl owout

e Stream bl owout bel ow | oggi ng road

e Sign-"road closed to public use”

* Sign-"1ogging contractor canping only”—partially under water

Sl us/ aw Nat/onal Forest, QO egon

 Landslide originating fromroad above Buck Creek
e Silt-filled river resulting from Lobster Creek |andslide



This report was compiled and prepared by the Alliance for the Wild Rockies

Special thanks to The Ecology Center, Bill Haskins, Jim Coefield, Bert Kraft, Jeff Juel, John
Stanton, Bob Wolf, Green Fire Productions, Native Forest Network, and Art Partridge. Lay-
out and design by Marlene Haas (thanks!), Jennifer Ferens+tein, and Jim Coefield. Thanks to the
many groups and individuals who made this information packet possible and for their continuing
efforts to protect the native ecosystems and wildlands of the Northern Rockies.
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